VOL. LXX 


Basotho Demonstrate Fai 


By Dave and Milly Dyck 


n our time here in Lesotho we have seen 
how faith makes a difference in the lives of 
some of the Basotho people we have been 
privileged to meet. Their faith at work has 
taken different forms but in each case we 
have seen evidence of faith at work. 

One such person is Elizabeth Thamae. 
We first met her when we attended her 
church to speak on Christian marriage and 
she participated in serving us a delicious 
lunch after the service. We met her again 
last week when she took time off from 
work to help us in interviewing her pastor. 
After the interview we inquired about 
how she fits into this household since 
apart from her there were three family 
members present. She explained that she 
is living with the Modises far from her 
home village and away from her children 
because she is a student of Mme. Modise 
who has the gift of healing prayer. She 
said she is unable to travel to her home 
because she needs to be here “as long as 
God wants me here.” At times her chil- 
dren come to see her, when she has some 
money for them, but they basically live 
with Elizabeth’s mother while Elizabeth 
learns healing prayer. We were struck by 
her calm, beautiful spirit and her clear 
faith that she is where she needs to be. 

Mme. Mohono is another woman 
who, despite her advanced age of 81, 
shows that her vibrant faith is alive and 
well. Although it is clear that she has very 
limited financial means, she continues to 
have a distant relative of her deceased 
husband living with her, paying his 
school fees and sharing her limited food 
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Mme. Mohone at the church built on their property. 


budget with him. We think that part of the 
reason for her generosity is her commit- 
ment to honouring her husband’s wishes 
and dreams. Since the young man is a 
person whom she and her husband took 
in while her husband was alive, she does 
not want to give up on him even though 
he got into the wrong crowd last year. He 
failed his Form 2 and so lost the funding 
that he had been receiving through a gov- 
ernment subsidy. Determined to give him 
another chance she supports him while he 
repeats Form 2; it seems he has learned 
his lesson. Mme. Mohono’s husband had 
begun the building of a church on their 
property before he died a few years ago. 
Since his passing, she has managed to 
add some of the features that her husband 
had only dreamed of. Living alone and in 
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Basotho Demonstrate Faith 

pensive sad frame of mind, Mme. 
Mohono still continues her life of faith 
awaiting the day when she will join her 
husband in glory. 

Ntate Setumo shared with us another 
story of faith at work. During our first 
visit with him a few months ago he 
showed us pictures of Bill and Betty 
Enns’ grandchild (Bill and Betty were in 
Lesotho with AIMM during the 1990s). 
He also showed us a concordance Bible 
that had been gifted to him by the Enns’ 
children. A beautiful story explains this 
strong friendship between Ntate Setumo 


and the Enns family. While Bill and Betty 
were living in Lesotho, they received 
news that their grandson was seriously 
ill; in fact, there was concern that he 
would die soon. When Ntate Setumo 
heard of this, he immediately began to 
pray long and earnestly for the child. 
After some hours the Enns received 
another call telling them their grandson 
had suddenly taken a turn for the better. 
When they asked at what time this 
change had come about, they were given 
the time which coincided exactly with the 
time Ntate Setumo prayed for him. 

All of us who call Jesus, Lord, wish 
for our life of faith to make a difference 
to us as well as to those with 
whom we come in contact. 
Most of the time this differ- 
ence will be in small unspec- 
tacular deeds of caring and 
concern. At other times we 
may participate in a miracle. 
Whichever way it happens, let 
us all be faithful to the God 
who works in and through us. 


Bishop Setumo with Bill 
Enns. 
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Waging Spiritual Warfare 


Compiled from various 
reports 


A. invisible being throwing excre- 


ment in the faces and food of the village 
chief and his family and physically beat- 
ing them describes the bizarre but very 
real spiritual attack in the village of 
Khartasso, Burkina Faso in November 
2002. This spiritual oppression had been 
going on for almost two months. 

John & Charity Schellenberg, former 
team leaders in Burkina Faso with AIMM, 
had returned to Khartasso for a visit and 
found the chief and his family suffering. 
They learned that the chief had tried every- 
thing to stop the attacks but no amount of 
animal sacrifices or divination had provid- 
ed any relief. The leaders of Islam had 
been called on to exert their power but 
without success. Desperate for relief, the 
people of Khartasso had called a pastor 
from a neighboring village, Koloko, to 
come. He visited but a few days later when 
the Schellenbergs arrived in the village, the 
problems were continuing. 

They went to Kotoura to ask some 
Burkinabé believers there to join them in 
speaking with the chief. In discussion 
with the chief, he was asked, “In this cul- 
ture under what circumstances is it per- 
missible to hit an elder?” The answer 
was, “Never”. A follow-up question 
inquired, “Is it ever okay to put human 
excrement in someone’s food?” The 
answer again was negative. “Yet this spir- 
it, whom you worship, is doing these evil 
things against you!” the counselor 
exclaimed. He then told the chief, his 
family and the villagers the Good News 
of Jesus Christ in their language. The 
family committed themselves to Jesus 
Christ, and prayed for deliverance. 

The chief spent some time in Koloko 
and some time in Kotoura for further 
encouragement and teaching. The attacks 
on the family stopped and things that had 
been lost, such as oxen yokes and hoes 
were found again. The chief claimed a 
happiness and peace that he had never 
before experienced in his whole life. 

But that was only the beginning of the 
battle. In accepting a new Master in his 


The Khartasso chief is the older man without the hat. The other older man with the 
hat is the Muslim teacher in the village. 


life, the chief must completely disconnect 
himself with his former masters. As a 
first step he destroyed his personal fetish- 
es (idols and objects believed to hold 
power). However, as chief, he has cus- 
tody of the village fetishes and many 
other religious objects which no one else 
can use until he dies. As chief, he is 
responsible for the livelihood of the vil- 
lage; for carrying on the traditions 
through performing sacrifices to appease 
the spirits in order to protect everyone. 
Christianity requires him to desist from 
these practices, but tradition states that no 
one else has the right to perform them. 

Following their conversion, the chief 
and his family were delivered from the 
attacks but then the spirits began attack- 
ing other village members and throwing 
fire and burning houses. Christian leaders 
told the chief that ALL the fetishes must 
be destroyed in order for the spirits to 
lose their stronghold in the village, but as 
that represents the loss of all protection 
for the non-believers in the community, 
they hesitate. The religion of their ances- 
tors has them blinded to the power of this 
unknown Jesus. 

What is needed to neutralize the spirits’ 
power? Is it right for the chief to purge the 
village of all traditional religious artifacts 


in order to eliminate the spiritual attacks 
even if there is opposition from the others? 
If all the fetishes were destroyed, would 
the non-believers be freed from the spir- 
its, as well, or would they be more vulner- 
able as they have not accepted the power 
of Jesus into their lives? Is it possible for 
the chief to follow Jesus and keep his posi- 
tion in the traditional society? What will it 
take for the entire village to be freed from 
these attacks? 

Unfortunately these questions have 
not been resolved and the story has not 
yet found its happy ending. Recent 
reports indicate some demonic activity 
continues within the family and that the 
chief still struggles to determine how his 
faith changes his role as chief. 

The chiefs of neighboring villages 
along with this whole ethnic group are 
watching to see which side will triumph 
in this battle for life. If the Khartasso 
chief is victorious, his example could be 
a breakthrough for the Gospel in the area. 

Pray that the chief’s faith will 
strengthen and that he will not return to 
the traditional ways. Pray that he and his 
family may learn what it truly means to 
claim the power of Jesus as their own. 
Pray for deliverance for Khartasso in 
Jesus’ name from these spirits. 


Congo Mennonites Reactivate Ministry 
in the Katanga Province 


By Rev. Philémon 
Beghela 


I is written: “...all his precepts are 
trustworthy. They are steadfast forever 
and ever, done in faithfulness and 
uprightness.” (Psalms 111: 7-8) 

After nearly four years in Bukavu, as 
the first missionaries of the Inter- 
Mennonite Committee (CONIM) in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, the pastor 
couple Philémon and Pauline Beghela, 
currently appointed by the Communauté 
Mennonite au Congo (CMCo), are in 
Lubumbashi. They were charged to renew 
the evangelistic ministry in Katanga (in 
the South of D. R. Congo). The Province 
of Katanga is the largest and economical- 
ly regarded as the engine of the country. It 
presents enormous potentialities which 
have always attracted its neighbors. This is 
particularly true of those living in the 
Kasai Provinces. 

Among the immigrants, one noted the 
presence of the Mennonites and many 
other denominations such as_ the 
Presbyterians, etc. By this movement of 
immigrants, the Mennonites entered 
Katanga. With the aim of preserving their 
identity, they began prayer meetings 
around 1979. From these were born con- 
gregations in mining cities such as 
Kolwezi, Likasi, Kipushi and even in 
Lubumbashi. 

Lacking good missionary strategy, 
these new churches celebrated worship 
exclusively in the Tshiluba language of 
the Kasai Provinces. They were led by 
lay people because of a scarcity of 
trained pastors. In a short time, these 
churches were called “Churches of the 
Kasaien brothers” (people from the Kasai 
Provinces). And their doors remained 
closed to the indigenous people of the 
Province until the unhappy events which 
occurred between 1991 and 1993 oppos- 
ing the Katangais with those of non- 
Katangais origins. 

The principal victims of these events 
were the Kasaiens who saw themselves 


stripped of their goods and driven out of 
Katanga. Since these new churches lost 
their Mennonite identity; and because 
they were churches of people of non- 
Katangais origins, they underwent the 
same treatment: grounds were confiscat- 
ed and sold. Consequently, the 
Mennonite work disappeared in Katanga, 
and it would be a wait of several years for 
someone to return. 

CMCo being inspired by a missionary 
vision, chose the option to restart the 
evangelistic work in Katanga. From this 
vantage point, a lay couple, brother Joli 
Kizala and his wife Nancy Mukanza, 
members of a Mennonite Church of 
Kinshasa and assigned to Lubumbashi by 


A new member received 
into the church on Easter 
Sunday. 


the Nestle Company, endeavored to find 
some Mennonite brothers and sisters who 
escaped the expulsion. Being mutually 
encouraged, they organized some prayer 
meetings. Gradually, activities began 
again but the short stay of the Joli Kizala 
family did not establish the work. With 
their return to Kinshasa, the small core 
nearly disappeared. 

As if in response to the prayer of this 
core group, Pastor Philémon and Pauline 
Beghela arrived in Lubumbashi. The 
members took courage when during the 
worship on Easter Sunday 2001, the 
Beghela family was present for the first 
time. This presence gave birth to new 
hope among the members who believed 


Church leaders with 
others on Easter 
Sunday 


in a resurrection of the Mennonite work 
in Katanga. 

The Beghelas organized a Management 
Committee with some Katangais brothers 
and sisters and the work had a good start. 
The meetings are devoted to sharing the 
Word of God, prayer and 
fasting, and reflection for 
better strategies to the 
mission approach. But 
the question of financial 
support becomes over- 
whelming (like a giant) 
for the mission of the 
CMCo in Katanga. The 
majority of the members 
who make up the church 
are unemployed and in 
need who have no way to 
find a tithe to give. 

By grace, and the 
efforts of the missionary 
couple, CMCo/Katanga currently has 
two small parishes; one in the suburbs 
and the other in the downtown area. The 
latter meets in a classroom. Close to one 
hundred people take part each Sunday in 
the services of worship in the two parish- 
es. Students and children constitute the 
majority of the members. 


Other meetings are home visits made 
by the pastoral couple each Tuesday; 
fasting and prayer on Wednesday; 
Women’s meeting each Thursday; a 
nighttime prayer meeting each first 
Friday of the month; Bible study on 


By grace, and the efforts of the missionary 
couple, CMCo/Katanga currently has two small 
parishes; one in the suburbs and the other in 
the downtown area. The latter meets in a 
classroom. Close to one hundred people take 
part each Sunday in the services of worship 


in the two parishes. 


Saturdays and inter-congregational wor- 
ship the first Sunday of the month. 
When the CMCo Vice-President, Rev. 
Medard Shamuimba, visited the area, the 
church performed six weddings, conse- 
crated two overseers, five deacons, and 
four deaconesses. And during the last two 
great Christian festivals of December 25, 


2002 and April 20, 2003, four new mem- 
bers - one sister and three brothers were 
baptized. As with the first church, a fra- 
ternal meal marked each event. 

Does it even need to be said that hav- 
ing only the good will of the central 
administration at Tshikapa 
and the efforts of the mis- 
sionary couple, managing 
for the survival of the 
work, will not be enough 
to ensure the establish- 
ment of the Katanga 
work? This requires a 
great mobilization of 
resources of personnel, 
material and finances. 

Much more, consider- 
ing on one hand, the 
importance of Katanga on 
all levels and on the other 
hand, its cities filled with 
old churches and independent ministries 
with well built buildings, the Mennonite 
Church of Lubumbashi should be a center 
of brightness reaching to the interior and 
crossing the borders to Angola. 

May it be by your unceasing prayer 
that God will sustain the evangelistic 
work of the CMCo in Katanga Province. 
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Community Easter Celebration 
Praised By Local Leaders 


ver one hundred people participat- 
ed on Sunday, April 20th, in what was 
probably the first ever Community Easter 
Service in this city in Senegal. For three 
weeks invitations were given to everyone 
the hosts knew. Some people came to the 
host courtyard merely to say hi, others to 
stay for the day, and some came only for 
the service and meal. There were proba- 
bly 25-35 kids who either stayed for the 
day or simply “visited” to see what was 
going on. 
Seven or 


eight followers of 


Jesus/seekers attended and some helped 
in the preparations in some way. 

Two sheep were butchered and about 
12 women prepared the meal. This con- 
sisted of cutting up almost two 30 gallon 
sized bags of onions, 22 lbs. of carrots, 
22 lbs. of white radish, and 55 Ibs. of ver- 
micelli noodles. It took one whole day to 
cut up the produce. Some fingers were 
quite calloused after using a knife for 
nearly 7 hours straight. 

Guests arrived as early as 9:30, but 
most people showed up after 11:30. By 
12:45 the backyard was full and the serv- 
ice began. 


The MC gave the opening greeting 
after which a local leader took center 
stage. This was followed by a brief open 
microphone for anyone to offer thoughts 
and/or prayers for the host family. Then, 
for the next 20 minutes, beginning with 
Adam and Eve and concluding with 
Jesus’ ascension, the host told the mean- 
ing of Easter in the Wolof language. The 
audience, captivated by what they heard, 
sat on the edge of their seats gaping and 
holding their chins (implies that they 
were deep in thought). 

Following this presentation, a respect- 
ed elder was given the microphone. He 


After careful reflection, the team was 
amazed at how God honored their two 
most important goals of this event. The 
first was that everyone would leave the 
event having eaten and drunk well, and 

having had fun. (These three things 
must be present for a successful event 

in this culture.) Second, that all who 
attended would have an opportunity to 


hear the truth about Jesus. 


expressed positive comments about what 
was said and about the Wolof Partnership 
team. Briefly he mentioned that the 
whole community needs to celebrate this 
holiday with even more fervor than was 
done that day. All must be encouraged to 
study the ancient books that God has pro- 
vided. While he was not endorsing all he 
heard, the comments were appreciated. 
After the MC recapped the meaning of 
Easter and thanked everyone for coming, 
he offered blessing for the meal which 
consisted of sheep meat mixed with a 
sautéed onion sauce, over a bed of vermi- 


celli noodles mixed with raisins, carrots, 
and white radish. It is VERY good. After 
all had enjoyed the food and licked their 
right hand clean (one eats with the hand), 
the sodas were passed out. 

After careful reflection, the team was 
amazed at how God honored their two 
most important goals of this event. The 
first was that everyone would leave the 
event having eaten and drunk well, and 
having had fun. (These three things must 
be present for a successful event in this 
culture.) Second, that all who attended 
would have an opportunity to hear the 


A local leader speaking to the crowd. 


truth about Jesus. Furthermore, during 
debriefing of the event with the local 
leaders, they stressed that although this 
event was a success the next one must 
take place at a national’s home. This is 
most significant because ultimately the 
baton must be passed to local leadership 
and passed as early as possible. The fact 
that local leaders stressed this point them- 
selves stands as a tremendous encourage- 
ment to the Wolof Partnership team. 


Annie Drudge 1915-2002 


workers as a quiet but joyful and 
gracious person. Even though lim- 
ited in use of the African lan- 
guages, because of short-term min- 
istry, she communicated with 
Africans through acts of kindness. 

Annie was born in Stouffville, 
Ontario the daughter of Levi and 
Mary Lehman Burkholder and 
married Albert E. Drudge on April 
4, 1943. 

Annie assisted her husband Albert on and off the mission 
field. She helped him on their dairy farm for 27 years before 


they ever went to Africa. Their first assignment was to be with 
MCC in India, but when unable to get a visa, they were reas- 
signed to Zambia, and when that assignment evaporated, they 
traveled on to Nyanga, Zaire (now D.R. of Congo) to work 
with AIMM from 1971-1977. 

While an important part of that ministry involved Albert’s 
work in construction of buildings, dorms, and water projects, 
an equally important aspect was the relationships that Annie 
established with people there. Annie was always offering a 
helping hand, whether cooking, gardening or riding a moto to 
get the mail from the plane that flew into the area. She also 
spent time home-schooling some of the mission children. 

After Albert died in 1994, Annie continued to enjoy being 
with people and was active in her church and women’s group. 
She loved to send and receive cards, letters and visitors. 

Annie died on November 28, 2002 at the age of 87. 


by Teresa Born 


t the beginning of 2002 I began to 
lead a Bible study series called, “The 
Testing of Your Faith”. We’ve been learn- 
ing to recognize where God is testing our 
faith and learning to trust him more fully. 
Here are two examples of how our faith, as 
women in the study, has been tested and 
how we have stepped out in faith believing 
that God would come through in big ways. 

On February 9th we had a farewell for 
our co-workers Rudy and Sharon Dirks. 
As we planned for it I kept asking Bryan 
how many people would be attending— 
but you know how things are—he could- 
n't give me a number. So I planned a menu 
for 50. Along with the help of 3 women, I 
made salads for 50 and ordered meat for 
75 for the braai (barbecue). During the 
week I had my Thursday morning Bible 
study group pray that it would be like the 
feeding of the 5,000—5 loaves, 2 fish and 
all those baskets of food leftover! 


in Faith 


Well, as the Sunday afternoon went on, 
people kept rolling in. When one young 
woman, who had said that she would 
bring 10 people from her church walked 
through the front gate with 35 people and 
the backyard was already loaded with 
people, my faith was truly tested. As I 
look out the front window I prayed, 
“Lord, ’ ve done my part—now it’s up to 
you to feed all of these people.” When it 
came time to dish up the plates the 
Batswana women helping me were look- 
ing at me with worried expressions and 
wondering what to do. Clearly, in their 
eyes, there was not enough food. I said, 
“Just dish like you would normally dish 
(heaping plates), and don’t worry!” I 
walked away and began serving drinks. 
As people ate we kept washing plates and 
refilling them for the next people. 
Everyone ate and we were scraping plates 
into the garbage. We fed 200 people!!! 
God is so good!!! And I wasn’t even wor- 
ried—which was a miracle in itself!!! 

Another example comes from my 
friend, Mae. Her father, who had been 


Farewell for Rudy & Sharon Dirks (standing in the center). 
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diagnosed with prostate cancer, was long 
overdue for surgery. Unfortunately, they 
were struggling to get the money togeth- 
er to pay for the operation. In the mean- 


time her father, who also had chronic kid- 
ney failure was put on dialysis, and was 
trying to regain his strength so that sur- 
gery could take place (he is also diabet- 
ic). Six months later, on March 27th 


Two hundred people were fed. 


2003, while he was still waiting for the 
operation, Mae wrote down specific 
requests to the Lord in her journal and 
shared them with the women in our Bible 
study. She asked God to provide the 
money for the operation plus any extra 
that would be required. The kidney spe- 
cialist had reservations about the opera- 
tion being done in Zambia (where her 
parents live) because of the complica- 
tions that could arise. So she asked the 
Lord to keep away complications and to 


guide the surgeon. She also requested 
that the surgery take place in April. Mae’s 
desire was to step out in faith and believe 
that God would take care of any obstacles 
and trust that He was in complete control. 

Praise God, we didn’t wait long for an 
answer. Mae received a phone call on 
April 6th, from a friend of the family, say- 
ing that she had found an organization 
that would pay for the doctor’s fees and 
also the hospital fees. The operation was 
performed on April 21st with no compli- 


cations and a very surprising result! After 
her father came out of surgery his kidneys 
started functioning again! This was not 
expected—dialysis was to be for life! As 
a result, the kidney specialist waived her 
fee for standing in during the operation! 
We praised God together that He is able to 
do exceedingly, abundantly beyond any- 
thing we could ever ask or imagine. And 
He does it so well!!! We have learned that 
as we step out in faith He is right there, 
ready and willing to answer. 


Anna J. N. Ediger 1909-2003 


A.. Anna, as the dorm children called her, had a delight- 
ful grin and a deep love for God. She desired a faithful walk 
with the Lord for each of the dorm students. 

She traveled to Zaire, Africa (now Democratic Republic of 
Congo) with her daughter Joyce and son-in-law Harold Harms 
in 1964 when they served as dorm parents for the Congo Inland 
Mission (now Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission). She helped with 
the care of the missionary children at the hostel for four years. 

Anna was born in Dallas, Oregon the daughter of John and 
Helena Rempel Neufeldt and married Solomon N. Ediger on 
January 1, 1931 in Dallas Oregon. She died on January 2, 2003 
at the age of 93. Her life was focused on ministering to chil- 


dren. Anna was introduced to Child Evangelism Fellowship in 
1931. She taught many Good News Clubs, Five Day Clubs, 
and Vacation Bible Schools. She spent much of her time in 
teacher training, including teens in Christian Youth in Action, 
CEF’s youth branch. Anna even admitted to being a woman 
preacher. 

In the Democratic Republic of Congo she organized a chil- 
dren’s meeting once a week after school for the younger dorm 
kids and neighborhood children. She had the high school girls 
help in these meetings by playing piano, etc. 

Anna was a member of the Evangelical Bible Church since the 
age of eleven, over 82 years. She enjoyed rose gardening, sewing 
and quilting and singing in the church choir. Anna was preceded 
in death by her husband Sol who died on February 1, 1963. 


Helping the Helpers 


by Lynell Bergen 


L. year, Brian and I moved into a 
new area of teaching; we began teaching 
at Christ the Redeemer Pastoral Centre 
here in Umtata, South Africa. Christ the 
Redeemer is a Theological Education by 
Extension (TEE) program where students 
meet about once a month to attend tutori- 
als which supplement the work they do 
on their own. 

There is an added benefit to our work 


Teaching in the TEE program has 
enriched our other teaching and stretched 
us. It has also brought us into contact 
with more church leaders in the area. For 
example, a pastor came by my office 
recently wanting to talk about one of my 
classes. He is one of the students in my 
Healing and Counselling course at Christ 
the Redeemer. He said he was struggling 
with understanding what I was trying to 
teach, and thought that if we talked one 
on one, he might be able to understand 
me better (this may have something to do 
with my Canadian accent). 


Lynell talking with a student at Christ the Redeemer College. 


at Christ the Redeemer College. Tutors 
usually get some sort of minimal stipend 
to compensate them for their time and 
effort. However, we worked out a “deal” 
with the principal that in exchange for no 
stipend, the school would provide full- 
tuition grants to several AIC students 
who wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford 
to pay the tuition. Rev. LWG Soxujwa 
and Mr. N. Mavume are both Bethany 
Bible School students who benefit from 
this exchange. 
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As we talked, I soon came to realize 
that he was struggling with a particular 
issue, a problem in his congregation that 
he did not know how to address. A 
woman in his congregation had lost her 
husband and son in a car accident. Of 
course, this was a great grief to her, com- 
pounded by the fact that these two men 
were the breadwinners in the family, and 
she did not know how she was going to 
manage to support the family in the 
future. The pastor told me that this 


woman no longer had faith in God after 
this incident. 

How does a pastor help in such a situ- 
ation? What can he possibly do that will 
make any significant difference to some- 
one in such tragic circumstances? 
Together this pastor and I read Psalm 
22:1-11, and we talked about how life on 
earth presents us with difficult circum- 
stances, and how those circumstances can 
sometimes cause us to feel that God has 
deserted us. Those feelings are not inap- 
propriate or wrong; God can handle our 
despair and anger. 


We also spoke about how we as 
Christians are representatives of God, 
and how when we visit someone, that 
person can experience firsthand the pres- 
ence of God. When we listen without 
judgement, care for and encourage some- 
one who is discouraged, we are bringing 
the presence of God near to those who are 
feeling that God is remote. We cannot 
take away the person’s grief, but we can 
bring some comfort as we listen, accept 
and care for the person who is grieving. 


Teaching the Healing and Counselling 
course has been a special challenge and a 
blessing to me. One outcome I was not 
expecting was how much counselling I 
was going to be called upon to do as a 
result. My students come to me, general- 
ly with some question regarding an 
assignment or a lecture, but they stay to 
talk about a situation that confuses, hurts, 
or challenges them. 

Because many of them are already 
pastors and/or leaders in their churches, 
they are often called upon to deal with 
difficult counselling and care-giving situ- 
ations which they do not feel equipped to 


manage. While I don’t always have the 
answers, I can refer them on to reading 
material, to an expert in the field, or just 
listen to the frustration they are experi- 
encing as they struggle with the call God 
has placed upon them. It seems like many 
of these pastors feel very alone in their 
struggle to minister to God’s people, and 
do not even feel they have the support of 
their bishops or other leaders. 

At times, I don’t know if I should 
laugh or cry that pastors in their 50’s and 
60’s are coming to a not-quite-40 year 
old woman, with only 6 years of pastoral 
experience, and who is an outsider to 


their culture, for advice about pastoral 
care. I realize what a privilege I have had 
to attend seminary, to have access to 
study material, and to have all the power 
that being a white middle-class Canadian 
affords me. 

These privileges have given me anoth- 
er privilege—to be able to provide sup- 
port and encouragement to church lead- 
ers as they struggle with the task of shep- 
herding their people. I often feel inade- 
quate for the job, but by the grace of God 
I hope that I am playing some role in 
assisting these leaders in what can easily 
be an overwhelming and endless task. 


By Jim Bertsche 


F.... years Willie’s Maytag 
service was a familiar fixture of the 
Berne, Indiana community. Willie 
Neuenschwander’s quick smile, his 
readiness to go the second mile in 
servicing his customers and his rep- 
utation for unfailing honesty in his 
business dealings all combined to 
serve as compelling publicity for a 
business which flourished. 

But Willie hadn’t always been a Maytag representative. 
Born to Amos and Lavina Neuenschwander, a rural farming 
couple of the community on May 1, 1936, he was named 
Wilbert. Spending his boyhood days on the farm, he learned 
early how to work with his hands and how to relate to seven 
siblings within a closely knit rural family. 

Dropping out of high school at the age of 16 due to family 
constraints, he worked for a time in a local metal shop and then 
at the Berne Hi-Way Hatchery. 

At the age of 20 he volunteered for service in Africa under 
Congo Inland Mission (now Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission- 
AIMM) and was assigned for a three-year term at a mission post 
named Mutena which placed him along the Kasai River among 
the Lulua people of south central Congo. There his farm back- 
ground quickly came in handy as he helped with a variety of con- 
struction and maintenance projects on that station. He also fin- 
ished his high school credits via correspondence during that time. 

Returning to the States in 1959 he enrolled in Fort Wayne 
Bible College and also devoted considerable interest and ener- 
gy to courting Miss Ruby Moser of his home church and com- 


Wilbert “Willie” Neuenschwander 1936-2002 


munity. They were married in July of 1960. He graduated with 
a BA in Missions in the spring of 1963. Meanwhile they had 
applied to AIMM, supported by the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. A year later they left for Brussels, Belgium, where 
they pursued French study and some Congo related courses 
which were required by the colonial government. This done, 
they served for two terms over a period of eight years. Both 
terms they were stationed in Kananga where they were 
involved in a major program of producing and distributing 
Christian literature in the Tshiluba language. Along the way, 
three children were born to them i.e. two sons in Ft. Wayne and 
a daughter in the Congo. 

Upon their return to America in 1973, Willie decided to sup- 
port his family by opening a Maytag sales and service shop in 
his home community. During the 27 years he owned and oper- 
ated this business, he became known far and wide as a man of 
deep faith and a respected merchant. Along the way he also 
drove a school bus for 17 years in South Adams School District. 

He further became a trusted layman in the Berne 
Evangelical Mennonite Church where he was a life-long mem- 
ber. Through the years he served at various times as a deacon, 
a Sunday School teacher and as the chairman of the congrega- 
tion’s mission committee. 

Selling his business in the year 2001, he was just beginning to 
settle into the retirement chapter of his life. In September 2002, 
in the course of a physical check up, it was discovered that there 
was a major blockage in arteries leading to his heart. He was 
immediately slated for surgery the following day. Twenty four 
hours later, on September 14, he was already talking and walking 
a bit. That evening he experienced a massive stroke accompanied 
by cardiac arrest and slipped into a coma from which he never 
recovered. His home-going came on September 24. 

At his memorial service in his home church on September 26, 
his wife Ruby probably summed up his life as a husband and 
father the best when she said simply: “Willie was a good man.” 
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AIMM Moves Toward New Structure 


major topic at the AIMM Administrative meetings in 
October, 2002 was that of AIMM restructuring for the future. 
After many hours of deliberation, the AIMM Council deter- 
mined that AIMM will become a networking body for facilitat- 
ing the initiatives of North American and African partners for 
mission in and from Africa. The work of research and proposals 
continues in order to determine a structural model which will 
most effectively support this goal. 

The approved time-line for the changes calls for termination 
of present Elkhart staff positions by June 30, 2004 with a new 
staff structure and team to be implemented in July 2004. AIMM 
will start to operate as a networking body with its new structure 
in January 2005. 

David Dyck was contracted as transition coordinator and his 
wife, Milly, serves as an assistant. He is to complete and refine a 
proposal for the restructuring of AIMM and assemble its various 
components for implementation by the new staff team. The 
Dycks have plans to visit missionaries and national church lead- 
ers in South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Burkina Faso and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in June and July. They will also 
be in contact with missionaries serving in Senegal. This will pro- 
vide opportunity for suggestions, advice and counsel to be given 
by those most knowledgeable about the actual ministry in Africa. 


Prior to the 2003 April AIMM Council meeting, Evangelical 
Mennonite Church (EMC/U.S.), Evangelical Mennonite 
Mission Conference (EMMC), and the Mennonite Brethren 
Church (MB) indicated their intention to discontinue their finan- 
cial contribution to the AIMM administration and program 
budget beginning with or during the 2004 fiscal year. 

In accordance with AIMM’s guidelines, the membership of 
these groups on the AIMM International Council will cease with 
the termination of their financial contributions. In anticipation of 
the loss of these representatives on the AIMM Council, action 
was taken to seek two members-at-large with expertise in struc- 
tural transformation, as permitted in the AIMM guidelines. 
Several persons were nominated and contacts are being made. 

The withdrawing partners have indicated different levels of 
interest in participating in the discussions about the restructuring 
of AIMM and also in the possibilities of participating in one or 
more of the partnership councils (councils to oversee present 
AIMM ministry in a geographical area) which might emerge. This 
interest is welcomed and will be accommodated by inviting them 
to send representatives, after their membership officially ceases, 
to discussions with the AIMM Council about the restructuring. 

Remember to pray for God’s direction in this time of change. 


MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 


Apply now for one of these meaningful 
positions! 


BOTSWANA 


—Bible Teacher with AICs 

African Independent Churches (AICs) have invited 
AIMM to provide workers who will cultivate close 
relationships with AIC people, teach Bible and 
Bible-related subjects to church leaders, resource 
Batswana who lead Bible classes, and attend AIC 
worship services and special events. 


BURKINA FASO 


—Field Team Coordinators 

The primary role of the Team Coordinator is to 
coordinate the activities of the missionary team and 
to facilitate communication between staff, mission- 
aries and the EEMBF (Burkina Mennonite Church). 


—Linguists 
A major ministry in Kenedougou Province is that of 


language analysis and Bible translation. The Bolon 
and the Northern Toussian people groups need 
God’s Word in their highly complex tonal languages. 


—Evan¢gelists/Church Planters 

Language analysis and Bible translation are done 
with the goal of evangelism and church planting. 
Evangelists and church planters are requested to 
team with linguists or national Christians in sharing 
God’s Word. 


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
of CONGO 


—Development Worker 

An agronomist or veterinarian is requested to direct 
a development service, train rural agricultural 
extension agents and relate to NGOs. 


—Doctor or Nurse 

Medical personnel are requested to work in rural 
hospitals, encourage a Public Health Care program 
and train practical nurses. 


—Evangelist 

The Mennonite church in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo desires an evangelist to organize seminars, 
share experience in methodology with local leaders, 
and motivate Christians to evangelization. 


SENEGAL 


—New Outreach 
A team is being recruited for friendship evangelism. 


—Cyber Café Developer 

The cyber café provides Internet and e-mail access 
for a fee while also creating opportunity for individ- 
ual personal contacts. 


SOUTH AFRICA 

—Bible Teacher 

The assignment includes cultivating close relation- 
ships with AIC members, attending worship services 
and special celebrations, teaching Bible classes, and 
assisting in developing organizational structures. 


R= la amano] acm) ele) Uhmmaals\-me)e)ele)auulalin (stom) th 
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Harold Graber 1923-2003 


By Jim Bertsche and Leona Schrag 


a arold Graber, a mission- 


ary with Africa Inter-Mennonite 
Mission (AIMM) from 1951- 
1964, passed to his reward on 
February 22, 2003. He was born 
on August 5, 1923 near Pretty 
Prairie, Kansas. Studies at 
Moody Bible Institute were 
interrupted to serve a 3% year 
term in Civilian Public Service. 
He then pursued his pastoral 
training at Grace Bible Institute 
of Omaha, Nebraska where he met Gladys Gjerdiveg. They 
were married on August 10, 1947. 

Following their studies at Grace and a short pastorate, the 
Grabers were appointed by the Congo Inland Mission (now 
known as the Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission) for service in 
Africa. They served in AIMM as missionaries of the 
Commission on Overseas Mission of the General Conference 
Mennonite Church (now known as Mennonite Mission 
Network of the Mennonite Church USA). Commissioned in 
November of 1950, they arrived in the Belgian Congo the first 
time in February, 1951. Stationed at Ndjoko Punda their first 
two terms, Harold divided his time between itineration among 
villages of the surrounding area and teaching in the station 
Bible School. 

Art & Martini Janz recall that in December 1959 as tribal 
conflicts heated up, there came a day at Ndjoko Punda when 
the Luluas and the Balubas with bows and arrows and muskets 
lined up ready to kill each other. Harold had the courage to 
physically walk between the lines and persuade them to put 
away their weapons and go home. People were willing to lis- 
ten to him. 

In a letter written by Harold telling of this incident he wrote, 
“We met with the Luluas coming down the hill and the Balubas 
going up to meet them. They were all armed with guns, arrows, 
knives, and dressed with war paint. Had we arrived five min- 
utes later we would have been too late to stop them. Through 
our pleading and God’s intervention the men accepted to go 
back to their respective villages... The 12th of January, fighting 
again broke out across the river...the day after as the wounded 
came in, things became very tense in our villages and we 
expected fighting any minute. Women and children came run- 
ning to the station, crowding into our houses and every possi- 
ble place for protection. They stayed on our verandas and 
around the houses for several days and nights... We are happy 
to be here to be of service to these people now at a time when 
they need us more than ever before.” 


By July of 1960 the Grabers and other missionaries were 
counseled by the African Christians and others to leave the 
country because of pending civil war. Evacuation took a very 
long route out of the country and back to North America. The 
Grabers learned later that all the missionary possessions left at 
Ndjoko Punda were looted. This did not deter them from 
obtaining new equipment and returning to Congo. 

In 1961 Harold returned to Congo for several months with- 
out the family and in August of 1963 the Graber family 
returned but this time to Kandala station in the Bandundu 
Province. They assumed direction of the Mission Bible School 
which had been transferred to Kandala from Kalonda in the 
Kasai due to ethnic conflict in that region at the time. Barely 
into the first academic year of the relocated school, the station 
was overrun by a rebel movement of eastern Bandundu 
Province. After three traumatic, life threatening days in which 
they saw all their possession go up in flames, the Grabers were 
evacuated with other mission personnel via a UN helicopter. 

They were reassigned to Luluabourg to work in literature 
ministry. A few months later the Congo rebellion approached 
that city causing the Grabers to return with their five children 
to the States. 

Harold soon was called to pastoral ministry in his home 
area of Kansas. For a time he became the proprietor and man- 
ager of a popular family restaurant in Hillsboro, Kansas. In his 
later years he battled cancer, an illness which ultimately took 
his life. 

Both Africans and fellow missionaries will always remem- 
ber Harold for at least four characteristics: 

He was a gentle man. He always viewed and interacted with 
Africans and the church leadership with sympathetic under- 
standing. He was slow to criticize and continually made the 
extra effort to see contentious issues as the Africans did. Early 
in his time in the Congo, African Christians gave him the 
Tshiluba name Muambi Muayila which could be interpreted 
both as one who was a learner and as one who enabled others 
to learn as well. 

Harold was, further, a patient man. He always sought to 
make time for the African and the Congo Church in his daily 
routine. He found it difficult to deny a listening ear to those 
who sought him out. 

He was a courageous peacemaker, as evidenced in the 
events at Ndjoko Punda. 

And, finally, Harold will be remembered as a committed 
man. His early assignment of itineration in the rural areas 
around Ndjoko Punda to supervise village schools and to min- 
ister to village Christians meant many hours of bumping over 
rough sandy roads and sleeping on a camp cot in grass and 
stick village shelters. His work also demanded many days 
away from his family. 

Both AIMM and the Congo Church are the richer for hay- 
ing had Muambi Muayila as a teacher and as a colleague in 
Christian mission. 
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Congolese Desire to Help AIDS Victims 
and Their Families 


by Marilyn Steiner 


strid and her husband, Mukambu, 

have been a part of the Congolese CMCo 
Mennonite Church for many years. 

Astrid graduated from the Evangelism 

Resources School of Christian Education 


(Kinshasa) in 1990. After just one month 
of Christian Education classes she began 
a Sunday School in her home church of 
Sanga Mamba where a roof was put up in 
2000 with the assistance of a work team 
from the US sent through AIMM. 

From the beginning of her studies, 
Astrid evidenced a deep desire to help 
her people come to know the Lord and to 
serve him. She was especially concerned 
for the children and young people. When 
I was a missionary there we worked 
together on many Christian Education 
training seminars. She regularly visited 
the many Mennonite churches all over 
the capital city of 5-6 million people, 
encouraging them to start Sunday School 
classes. She also held seminars for young 
ladies, wanting them to grow in the Lord. 

The AIMM Women’s Auxiliary 
(AIMM WA) has annually given money 
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to support Christian Education training 
seminars. These seminars led Astrid, 
along with other Christian leaders, to 
request help to reach out to HIV/AIDS 
victims and their families. In response to 
this request, the AIMM WA is purchasing 
1,000 copies of a booklet on this subject 
for Christian leaders to distribute and is 
sending text for a tract on HIV/AIDS to 


Astrid and three trainees (in back) with the Sunday Scho 


be printed in Congo. Costs of the printing 
will be covered by the AIMM WA. 

We are also in communication with 
Astrid about the possibility of sending 
funds to print a manual of S.S. lessons for 


From the beginning of 
her studies, Astrid 
evidenced a deep desire 
to help her people come 
to know the Lord and to 
serve him. She was 
especially concerned 
for the children and 
young people. 


the Kinshasa churches. There are so few 
materials available to them, that we hope 
this will happen soon. 

We are grateful to the many women 
(and men) who have contributed to the 
Women’s Auxiliary so that projects such 
as these might encourage our Christian 
African friends. 


scoala = 
ol children. 
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Merle Schwartz 1910-2002 


by Jim Bertsche 


A memorial service hon- 


oring Dr. Merle Schwartz 
was held on October 25 in the 
Carlock (Illinois) Mennonite 
Church, the church of his 
youth. The service was high- 
lighted by a marked tone of 
celebration and deserved trib- 
ute to a quiet local farm boy 
who had become a career 
missionary doctor. Dr. 
Schwartz and his wife 
Dorothy served from 1941- 
1977 as missionaries with Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission 
(Congo Inland Mission) and the Commission on Overseas 
Mission of the General Conference Mennonite Church (now 
known as Mennonite Mission Network of the Mennonite 
Church USA). 

Dr. Schwartz was born on December 14, 1910 and in the 
late 1920s this quiet farm boy heard about the urgent personnel 
needs of a newly formed inter-Mennonite mission organization 
then known as the Congo Inland Mission (CIM). During his 
high school years, frequent presentations in the interest of the 
CIM were made in his home church in Carlock, IL. Seeking 
out Rev. R.L.Hartzler, he admitted to a sense of call that was 
stirring within him but he also expressed his felt lack of gifts to 
serve as an evangelist or a teacher. When it was explained that 
the new mission board members had been praying for a doctor, 
Merle set a direction for his life from which he never deviated. 

Graduating from Bluffton College in 1933 he enrolled in the 
University of Illinois Medical School of Chicago in the fall of 
1934 where he met Dorothy Bowman who was in the midst of 
her nurses training in the Bethany Hospital of that city. When 
they discovered a mutual sense of call to Christian mission, 
romance soon bloomed. They were married in June 1940. 
Following a year of study in tropical medicine at Tulane 
University, they gathered an outfit and boarded an Egyptian 
freighter in New York with the exotic name, the ZAM ZAM. 
At last they were bound, they thought, for the Belgian Congo. 

An epic adventure followed. World War II had already 
erupted in Europe. On the high seas their freighter was inter- 
cepted by a German raider. Shelled, it lay dead in the water. All 
passengers were off-loaded with one suitcase each after which 
the boat was sunk. Soon after they were transferred to another 
German ship, the Dresden, which became their home for a 
month as it zig-zagged in Atlantic waters seeking a way 
through the British blockade. Eventually making it through, the 
Schwartzes were debarked in occupied France from whence 


they eventually made their way to Portugal and, finally, back to 
the States. 

Meanwhile, erroneous word had come to central Illinois that 
their ship had been sunk without survivors. Rocked by the trag- 
ic news, the Carlock Church and community held memorial 
services. It was a joyous shock for all when weeks later the 
Schwartzes reappeared in their home community. Unshaken by 
their dramatic adventures, the Schwartzes calmly insisted that 
they were prepared to try again whenever passage could be 
arranged. While waiting for such an opportunity they took tem- 
porary quarters at Sideling Hill, PA as medical personnel for a 
large contingent of young men engaged in a public works proj- 
ect as an alternate to military service. 

Passage again was secured and by the summer of 1942 they 
at last were on the soil of the Congo. Assigned to the station 
Mukedi, they found only rudimentary medical supplies and 
equipment with an African staff which needed a lot of training. 
Merle, the farm boy turned missionary doctor, was undeterred 
and proceeded to forge an approach to basic medical service in 
the isolation of the African bush which pointed a direction for 
several other missionary doctors. With limited supplies, sparse 
diagnostic equipment and rarely anyone to consult, Dr. 
Schwartz’s innovative frontier style approach to medical serv- 
ice in the isolation of rural Africa became his trademark. 

If there is any single word which best depicts Dr. Schwartz, 
it is the word commitment. This attribute was first highlighted 
when he and Dorothy refused to be deterred by their first abort- 
ed effort to reach African soil. When in 1960, amidst the turbu- 
lence of post-independence in the Congo, the Schwartzes were 
caught up in the evacuation of the CIM missionary team, he 
joined other men who volunteered to leave their families 
behind in the States and return alone to the Congo for periods 
of up to one year. 

Perhaps the severest test came following the “jeunesse” 
rebellion of 1964-65 which swept across two of the CIM sta- 
tions. In the process most of the medical facilities and supplies 
which Dr. Schwartz had so laboriously gathered over two 
decades were destroyed. When some five years later order was 
restored, a call was extended to the Schwartzes by African 
church leaders pleading with them to return to Mukedi. Even 
though it meant starting all over again, two things remained 
unchanged for them, i.e. the continuing physical needs of the 
African population of the Mukedi area and their commitment 
to service in the name of Christ regardless of the circum- 
stances. 

Upon retirement in 1977, the Schwartzes accepted to pro- 
vide medical services for Mennonite Retirement Community 
of Meadows, IL. After Dorothy’s death in 1997, Dr. Merle 
engaged for a time in voluntary service in the Bro-Menn 
Hospital in Bloomington, IL. 

In failing health, he was hospitalized in mid-October for 
emergency surgery from which he did not recover. Dr. Merle 
joined his beloved Dorothy on October 21, 2002. 
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Missionaries Who Returned to Africa 


Brian Dyck & Lynell Bergen 
Samuel, Marcus 


sf 


We’re “happy to be back”, said Brian, 
Lynell, Samuel (10) and Marcus (8) as they 
once again settled into life in Umtata after 
a four-month North America Assignment. 
They are all back into various work 
responsibilities, church and community 
commitments, and school schedules. 

Brian and Lynell both enjoy teaching at 
Christ the Redeemer College. This year, 
Lynell is teaching Healing and Counseling, 
as well as Women’s Studies. Brian is teach- 
ing Old Testament 1, the same course he 
taught last year. Brian continues teaching 
in the Bethany Bible School for African 
Independent Church leaders. Lynell has 
also taken temporary leadership of the 
Umtata Women’s Theology Group until 
another chair can be elected. 

Brian and Lynell are members of 
Arnaud Mennonite Church, Arnaud, MB, 
and are supported by Mennonite Church 
Canada WITNESS. 


Loren & Donna Entz 


Donna, Loren, and Aisha (17) made 
Newton, Kansas their home during their 
time here in North America. Loren and 
Donna spent time speaking in churches 
and colleges, as well as attending seminary 
classes and doing independent studies. 

Returning this summer to begin their 
26th year ministering in Burkina Faso, 
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Loren and Donna Entz will continue their 
work in Saraba with the Samogho people, 
testing translated passages of Scripture and 
working as church planters. This fall Aisha 
will attend high school at the International 
School of Ouagadougou (ISO). The Entz’ 
two oldest children, Miriam (19) and Zach 
(22), attend Canadian Mennonite 
University in Winnipeg, MB. 

The Entzes are members of Zion 
Mennonite Church in Elbing, Kansas and 
receive their support from Mennonite 
Mission Network. 


David & Sandra Franklin 
Rehana, Daniel 


+ 


During a two-month NAA beginning in 
October, 2002, David, Sandra, Rehana (8) 
and Daniel (6), had a good time visiting 
friends and family from California all the 
way to Pennsylvania, including a family 
reunion attended by over 80 people. One 
of the presentations they gave was at the 
Modesto Church of the Brethren, where 
David grew up, and people were very 
eager to understand the HIV/AIDS crisis 
and how the work in Botswana is minister- 
ing to people in this ongoing crisis. 

David and Sandra continue as Team 
Coordinators of the Mennonite Ministries 
team in Gaborone, Botswana, and are 
presently making preparations for 
Mennonite World Conference in August, 
as they have had numerous requests for 
housing from potential visitors. 

The Franklins are members of Pilgrims 
Mennonite Church, a Mennonite Church 
congregation in Akron, Pa. They are joint- 
ly appointed by AIMM and MCC. 


Arnold & Grace Harder 

The Harders first went to live and 
work in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (Zaire at the time) in 1968. Since 


1993 they have been in Mountain Lake, 
Minnesota. Arnold periodically returned 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo 
with various work teams. 

In mid-June they changed their resi- 
dence status to Kinshasa where they serve 
as AIMM representatives working along- 
side the Mennonite churches to whom 
AIMM relates in the D.R. of Congo. As 
resident missionaries they will have a 
presence ministry to receive and give 
counsel, encouragement and friendship. 

Arnold and Grace have four grown 
children and two grandchildren. They are 
members of First Mennonite Church in 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota and are spon- 
sored by Mennonite Mission Network. 


Paul & Martine Solomiac 
Anne, Marion, Aude 


The Solomiacs, Paul, Martine, 
Anne(14), Marion(12), and Aude(7) are 
planning to return to Burkina Faso July 16 
after spending 14 months on home leave 
in Wiessembourg, France. A major focus 
of this year in Europe was continuing lin- 
guistic study for both Paul and Martine. 

When the family returns to Burkina 
Faso they will reside in Bobo Dioulasso, 
where the girls can attend the French 
school. Samogohiri has been home to 
them in Burkina Faso for many years. — 
They will resume their work in translat- 
ing Scripture into the Somogho language. 

Paul and Martine are supported by the 
French Mennonite Missions Committee. 


Paul & Lois Thiessen 
Jonathan, Caleb, Sarah 


Paul, Lois, Jonathan (15), Caleb (12), 


and Sarah (9) Thiessen are busy getting 
ready for a July, 2003 return to Burkina 


Faso to begin a fifth term of service after 
spending two years in North America. 
These preparations include organizing a 
building team from Manitoba, research 
into radio communication equipment for 
AIMM-BF missionaries, packing, renew- 
ing passports, etc. Paul and Lois are also 
actively searching for a couple to join 
them in church planting and evangelism 
among the Siamou people. 

During their time in Canada they spoke 
in churches and continued their studies. At 
one point all seven members of the family 
were in school. The family also prepared 
and presented a drama through which they 
portrayed their ministry in Burkina Faso. 

The Thiessens will return to Tin where 


Paul will continue work as a linguist help- 
ing to translate the Bible into the Siamou 
language. Josiah and Ruth will remain in 
Canada. Josiah will be starting the second 
year of a four year journalism program at 
Red River College in Winnipeg. Ruth 
(20) will be back at Steinbach Bible 
College for her second year. For both of 
them, their family home base will be with 
their grandparents in the village of 
Blumenort, Manitoba, where they will go 
for weekends and holidays. 

Paul and Lois are members of 
Blumenort Evangelical Mennonite 
Church and are grateful for continuing 
support received through the Evangelical 
Mennonite Conference (EMC/Canada). 


New 
Missionaries 
to Africa 


Glyn Jones & Susan Allison Jones 
Maeyken, Adriaena 


S)u ‘srain 
Allison 
Jones and 
Glyn Jones 
will be going 
to Gaborone, 
Botswana in 
mid-summer 
to join the 
Mennonite 
Ministries 


team for a three year term. 

Glyn and Susan are both pastors from 
Mennonite Church Eastern Canada, 
Susan most recently at Breslau Mennonite 
Church and Glyn at Wilmot Mennonite 
Church. They have two children, 
Maeyken, age 9 and Adriaena, age 6. 

After arriving in Botswana they 
will live in a village setting for the 
first number of months while study- 
ing the Setswana language. In 
December they move to Gaborone to 
work with the African Independent 
Churches. They look forward to their 
work of Bible teaching and encour- 
agement for the people of the African 
Independent Churches. 


Short-term Missionaries 


—Dave and Milly 
Independent Churches in Lesotho from February to July 
as Bible Teachers. From this setting in Africa they have 
continued their assignment of transition coordination for 
the restructuring of AIMM. This included holding AIMM 
directional meetings with missionaries and with African 
church leaders from the Democratic Republic of Congo, 


Dyck served with African 


Burkina Faso and Southern Africa. The Dycks are members of River East Mennonite 


Brethren Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 


—Stan and Alma Farmwald spent two months offering 
encouragement, fellowship and support for mission team 
members in a West African country. They spent much time 
walking the streets of the city, praying over neighborhoods, 
and deepening relationships with local believers. Farmwalds 
are members of Zion Chapel in Goshen, Indiana. 


—Carmela Penner will be leaving in late August for a one-year 
assignment. She will assist Paul and Lois Thiessen in Burkina 
Faso by home-schooling their children, Caleb and Sarah. Carmella 
is a member of Blumenort Evangelical Mennonite Church in 
Blumenort, Manitoba. 


—Russ and Gail Toevs, David (13), Eric (11), and Elisse (9) 
returned to North America in April after spending three 
months in Burkina Faso. Russ and Gail very capably served as 
temporary Field Coordinators for AIMM missionaries in 
Burkina. The Toevs are members of Emmaus Mennonite 
Church in Whitewater, Kansas. 
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AIMM NEWS 


AIMM Workers Return to North America 


One AIMM missionary couple completed their term of serv- 
ice in Africa in 2003 and resettled back in North America. It is 
with appreciation that we recognize the ministry of the Dirks 
family - Rudy, Sharon, Nathan, Shawna, and Stephanie. 

Serving in Botswana from 1996 - 2003, Rudy and Sharon 
began with a job description of Bible teaching among African 
Independent Church leaders. While this continued throughout 
their time of residence in Botswana, God also brought new 
opportunities to their attention. They took leadership in estab- 
lishing an AIDS counseling center (Tshepong Counseling 
Network) which included training counselors for ministry in 
local clinics, organized the Gaborone Married Couples’ 
Fellowship, worked with the youth at St. Michael’s Apostolic 
Church, taught English as a Second Language, taught and devel- 
oped curriculum at the Naledi Education Center, and more. 

They have returned to Ontario, Canada and are waiting 
on God to see what doors of ministry he opens to them for 
the future. They were sponsored by Mennonite Church 
Canada Witness. 


Sprunger Anticipates One-Month Ministry 


Wilmer Sprunger is preparing for a brief mission trip to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo July 18 - 21. He expects to spend 
time at Mbuji Mayi, Kananga, Tshikapa, Nyanga and Mukedi. 
Activities may include preaching, encouraging the churches, hold- 
ing evangelistic meetings, presenting seminars on HIV/AIDS, and 
distributing tracts and Bibles. 


Visit of Bishop T.M. Adonis to North 
American Churches 


September 4-26, 2003 has been projected as the date for 
Bishop Adonis to visit North America. Bishop Adonis is the 
leader of the Reformed Church of Christ in South Africa (an 
African Independent Church) and has been involved with 
Mennonite ministry in the Transkei region of South Africa 
since 1982. His expected itinerary is: September 4-14 in 
Kansas; September 15-21 in Manitoba; September 22-26 in the 
Elkhart, Indiana area. This visit will be an opportunity for our 
churches to learn more about the work of AIMM in South 
Africa from one of our African partners. It will also be an 
opportunity for a South African leader to connect with the 
North American churches. 


18 


Young People TREK to Botswana 


A team of five young people arrived in Botswana on March 
12 for a time of service and discipleship until June 20. TREK is 
one of the programs of Youth Mission International which is a 
short-term mission and discipleship ministry of Mennonite 
Brethren Missions and Services International (MBMSI). 

Bryan & Teresa Born, AIMM missionaries sponsored by 
MBMSI, along with Pastor James Mpopang of the Naledi 
Baptist Church are hosting the team. Focus for the ministry of 
the TREK team is in Old Naledi (poorer section of the city) 
working with Pastor Mpopang as well as assisting with children 
and youth ministries of the Tlamelo Project (outreach to AIDS 
orphans and street kids) and relating to an emerging youth min- 
istry in another church. 

Team leader is Matthew Loewen. Other team members 
include: Matthew Wall, Krista Deboer, Bradley Davies and Amy 
McDaniel. 


Mark Your Calendars for the 
AIMM Annual Picnic 


August 2 is the date set for the AIMM Annual Picnic 2003. 
This date is not following the normal policy of having the 
Annual Picnic on the second Saturday of August. The deviation 
accommodates for the date chosen for the Mennonite World 
Conference which begins the second weekend. On August 2, 
pack your picnic basket and find your way to Oxbow Park in 
Elkhart to rendezvous with former AIMM workers and friends 
of AIMM from several states and Canada. Anyone with an inter- 
est in the ministry of AIMM is welcome. 

Arrive at Cottonwood Shelter shortly before noon. Charcoal 
fires will be available to cook your own meat. Other items of the 
picnic lunches become the potluck meal to share with each other. 
Drinks are provided. If you come from a distance which makes 
transporting food difficult, come enjoy the bounty provided by 
others. Ministry updates will be given following the meal. 


AIMM History Books Available for Purchase 

CIM/AIMM: A Story of Vision, Commitment and Grace by 
Jim Bertsche is being sold at the reduced price of $20 plus $3 for 
shipping and handling in U.S. and $15(US) in Canada. Don’t 
miss reading how God has shown his power and grace through 
individuals in the building of his church. 

Dr. James Juhnke, Professor of History, Bethel College, says, 
“Jim Bertsche writes out of a heart of love for Africa, for 
Christian mission, and for the life of the church. To this task the 
author brings the gifts of a missionary, a pastor, an administra- 
tor, an anthropologist, an historian and an insightful interpreter 
of the way of God’s revelation in our world. This story of God’s 
work in mission continues today in the life and witness of the 
Mennonite Churches of Africa.” 

Books can be ordered from AIMM at 59466 C.R. 113, 
Elkhart, IN 46517-3644. 


AIMM DIRECTORY 


BOTSWANA 


Unless an alternate address is listed, all 
mail may be sent via: 

PeOSBox 33 

Gaborone, BOTSWANA 


Francistown 
Tim & Laura Bertsche - EMC/U. S. 
Maria, Erik (David in U.S.) 
P. O. Box 669 
Francistown, BOTSWANA 


Gaborone 
& Teresa Born - MB 
ina, Emily (Ben in Can.) 


Rehana, Daniel 


Glyn Jones & Susan Allison Jones - 
MC Canada 
Maeyken, Adriaena 


BURKINA FASO 


Unless an alternate address is listed, all 
mail may be sent via: 

B. P. 40 

Orodara 

BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


Bobo 
Paul & Martine Solomiac - FM 
Anne, Marion, Aude 


N’Dorola 
Sublime Mabiala - MB 


Ouagadougou 
Eric & Heidi Dyck Hilty - 
Mission Mennonite 
06 B.P. 9903 
Ouagadougou 06 
BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


MC USA 


Anne Garber Kompaoré - MC 
Canada 
01 B. P. 1632 
Ouagadougou 01 
BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


Saraba 
Loren & Donna Entz - MC USA 
Aisha (Zach & Mariam in Can.) 


Tin 
Lillian Haas - MC Canada 


Carmela Penner - EMC/CAN 
Paul & Lois Thiessen - EMC/CAN 


Jonathan, Caleb, Sarah, (Josiah & 
Ruth in Can.) 


DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF CONGO 


Kinshasa 
Arnold & Grace Harder - MC USA 
B.P. 4081 
Kinshasa 2 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 
AFRICA 


Umtata 
Brian Dyck & Lyne | Bergen - - MC 
Canada a : 

Samuel, Marcus 
P. O. Box 930 
Umtata 5099 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Abbreviations for Supporting Groups 


AIMM 
EMC/CAN 
EMCY/U. S. 
EMMC 
FM 

FOW 


SENEGAL 


All mail may be sent via: 
Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission 
59466 County Road 113 
Elkhart, IN 46517-3644 


One family - FOW/MC USA 


NORTH AMERICA 


From Senegal 
Two families - FOW/MC USA 
Part-Time 
Stan Nussbaum - EMC/U. S. 
5355 Astronomy Court 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 


__ LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


_ Phil & Carol Bergen - MB/MC USA 
John-Mark, Maria 


TERMINATION 


Rudy & Sharon Dirks - MC Canada 


Bill & Carol Frisbie - FOW/MC 


USA 


inonite Mission 
nonite Conference 
nonite Church 


MB es non srethren ‘Church 


MC Canada 
MC USA 
MCC 


| M nonit Church Canada 
‘ onite ‘Church USA 
“Mennonite Central Committee 


WA Women’s Auxiliary (AIMM) 
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Editorial 


Praying in Faith Produces Fruit 


by Leona Schrag 


Twenty young people were waiting for Pastor Madou of Kotoura, Burkina Faso when he responded to a call from the village of Kangala asking him 
to come. The twenty desired to commit their lives to God through faith in Jesus Christ! 

A few days earlier members of the youth group of the Orodara Evangelical Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso (EEMBF) had come to Kangala 
and given an AIDS awareness presentation which included a video, preaching and a drama. Through this presentation, God touched the lives of 20 
young people resulting in their desire to become new creations in Christ Jesus. 

One year earlier, the young people from Orodara had also been in Kangala and had made presentations. No decisions were made for Christ. Why 
the difference? The lay leader of this church, Bé, ascribes the difference to prayer and fasting. Following the earlier presentation with no resultant 
conversions, the church began a fasting and prayer group which met the first Sunday of each month. One year later they experienced the joy of see- 
ing God work in a special way. Through the persevering faith of these praying and fasting believers God produced fruit—twenty new believers! 

Their example challenges all of us to demonstrate persevering faith as we seek to build the Kingdom of God around the world. Faith that is 
grounded in prayer, fasting and waiting upon the Lord. 

AIMM needs prayer partners who in faith pray earnestly for God’s power to produce fruit as we continue to share God’s Good News in Africa 
with those who have never heard it. We covet your prayers for wisdom and for positive results as we walk alongside churches in Africa to partner 
with them in the tasks of evangelization and discipleship. 

Persevering prayer is vital in this time of continuing structural transition for AIMM as we determine changes needed in order to be most effec- 
tive in ministry. Meetings, interviews, discussions, and proposals all play a role, but prayer linked with faith that God will answer ranks first on 
the list. 

Prayer provides an avenue of action in which every Christian may participate at any place and at any time. Do you want to have a voice in the 
future of AIMM? Do you want to influence decisions which are being made? Do you want to assist people in understanding the Gospel message as 
it is shared with them? Do you want to help people in Africa grow in grace? Be active in prayer, believing God will accomplish his purpose. 

Praying in faith makes a difference. The church at Kangala, Burkina Faso testifies to this truth. 


